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MOREHEAD MONTESSORI  
2015-16 SCIENCE OLYMPIAD REGISTRATION FORM 

(Grades 3-5) 
 (Registration, Ranking Forms & Fees due by 11/20/2015) 

Please return forms and payment to PTA folder in office. 
Student Information 
Student’s name:  
 

Grade:  Teacher:  

Parent/Guardian name:  
 
Phone (please note home/work/cell):    
  
Emergency contact: (Name / Phone #) 
  
Email (please print clearly):  
 
 
___   This is my child’s first introduction to Science Olympiad 
___-My child is returning to S.O. and has participated in the following S.O. events (list all): 
2013-14- 
2014-15- 
 
 
___   I will pick up my child in the Media Center (no later than 5:00pm) 

 Names of others authorized to pick up my child: 
___   My child is registered in the Afterschool Program and should return there after Science 
Olympiad.  
 
___   My child has a food allergy: 

___   My child has a medical condition that should be shared with the coaches (please describe): 
 
 
Registration Fee 

$80 per student $ 

$70 sibling discount $ 

___   I am requesting a scholarship.  Please submit $10 scholarship fee 
Scholarships are available on a first come, first served basis.. $10 

Additional contribution for scholarships for this enrichment activity $ 
TOTAL Enclosed 
(please make checks payable to Morehead Montessori PTA with “Science Olympiad” 
in memo line) 

$ 
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Dear Science Olympiad Parents: Science Olympiad is highly dependent upon parent volunteers to 
assist the coaches at each session during the semester. Please consider volunteering. A sign-up email 
will be sent out to the group after registration. We are also looking for individuals who have expertise in 
any of the event disciplines to serve on a more committed basis as event advisors. If interested, please 
contact Luciana Fellin (fellin@duke.edu) or Matt Mathias 919	  357-‐0165, Additional event information 
can be found at http://www.sciencenc.com/events.php .  

MOREHEAD SCIENCE OLYMPIAD POLICIES AND PARENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
1. Participants: Students in 3rd – 5th grades and limited to 40 students.  

2. Meeting Time and Place: Morehead Science Olympiad Club will meet Tuesdays, 3:30 - 4:45pm 
beginning December 1st and ending April 26th. Additional meetings may be scheduled to help 
students prepare for the Tournament. 

3. Registration: Forms and payments are due November 20th. A description of the Olympiad events is 
attached.  Events are scheduled over three periods. For each period, please have your child rank the 
events in order of preference. Each student must be willing to participate in one event each period at 
the Regional Tournament as required (see item 7 below). Student assignment to specific events for the 
tournament will be at the coaches’ discretion. Please return your ranking from with your completed 
registration form. Incomplete rankings will Not be considered. 

4. Snacks: Parents/Guardians will be assigned days to bring snacks. The list will be organized in 
alphabetical order and posted on Volunteerspot. You will receive automated reminders. 

5. General parental involvement: Parents are welcome to attend sessions and encouraged to assist 
students with their events at home. 

6. Pick-up: All children (except those in the Afterschool Program) must be picked up between 
4:45pm and 5:00pm. Coaches leave at 5:00pm sharp! If you are a habitual late-arriver, your child 
will not be permitted to continue with the Science Olympiad club and no fees will be refunded.   

7. Tournament: Morehead will be registering two teams to participate in the NC Regional Science 
Olympiad Tournament Event to be held at the Southern School of Energy & Sustainability in 
Durham, Saturday, April 30th 2016. Each team will consist of up to 18 members. Our goal is to 
have each student compete in 2 or 3 events during the tournament. 

8. Behavior: Children are expected to use school-appropriate behavior. If a child’s behavior is 
inappropriate, the instructor will contact the parent/guardian to discuss. If the behavior does not 
improve, your child will only be allowed to attend Science Olympiad club if a parent is present.  

9. Additional Questions: Please contact Head Coach, Matt Mathias, (919-357-0165) or the 
Enrichment Clubs Coordinator at fellin@duke.edu .  
 

BY SIGNING AND RETURNING THIS REGISTRATION FORM, YOU ARE AGREEING TO THE POLICIES 

OUTLINED IN THIS DOCUMENT. 
 

Parent/Guardian signature 
 
 

Date:  
 

 



Page 3 of 4 

	  

2016 NCSO Elementary Event Descriptions  RANKING SHEET 

Events are scheduled over three periods.  Students will participate in one event of each period. Have your child rank 
order of preference for all events in each of the three periods.  

PERIOD ONE 

_____3, 2, 1, Blast Off! (Science as Inquiry)   

Prior to the tournament, teams construct two rockets designed to stay aloft for the greatest amount of time. Rockets are 
made from 2 liter soda bottles and pressurized with air and water. In 2016, parachutes are allowed and rockets will be 
launched at 60 psi.  

_____All Charged Up  

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of magnets, magnetism & electricity. Team members may be required to 
know the parts of a circuit, identify positive and negative charges and understand how an incandescent light bulb works.  

_____Describe It, Build It (Science as Inquiry)  

Teams will be judged on their ability to effectively communicate by having one team member write a description of how 
to build a device and having his or her partner re-construct the device from raw materials.  

_____Backyard Biologist  

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of living organisms that they may encounter in their own backyard. In 2016, 
the focus will be on trees, plants, and insects. Teams will be required to identify organisms from a provided list and know 
about the habitat and conditions required for growth of the organisms and which ones are North Carolina state symbols.  

_____Animal Adaptations 

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of various animal adaptations and how those adaptations benefit the animals.  

_____First in Flight (Science as Inquiry)  

Teams will practice building paper airplanes to fly the farthest in the straightest line possible.  

_____Newton’s Notions   

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of forces and motion.  

PERIOD TWO 

_____Pump it Up!   

Teams will demonstrate knowledge of the human Circulatory & Respiratory system.  

_____Data Crunchers (Measurement & Data, Science as Inquiry)  

Teams will demonstrate their understanding of data collected from scientific experiments. Teams will need to be able to 
graph data and interpret graphs to make observations about trends in the data represented. Teams will also need to be able 
to estimate and measure basic units of length, weight, volume, and temperature and perform calculations of area, 
perimeter, volume, addition, subtraction, multiplication, & division.  

_____STEM Design Challenge by ThermoFisher (Science as Inquiry)  2 PERIODS 

Teams of 3 will be given a challenge to complete in advance using only K’nex pieces. They must practice designs in 
advance but build on site.  
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PERIOD TWO (Continued) 

_____Fossil Frenzy   

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of geologic time, fossils and the fossilization process. 

_____Super Sleuths (Science as Inquiry)  

Given a mystery scenario, evidence, and a list of possible suspects, teams will be expected to perform a series of tests to 
draw specific conclusions about the scenario and suspects. The test results along with other evidence will be used to solve 
the mystery of the scenario. 2016 topics include identifying unknown powders, distinguishing between different types of 
hair, fur, & fibers, and chromatography.  

_____Weather Permitting  

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of conducting investigations and using appropriate technology to build an 
understanding of weather and climate with a special focus on everyday weather.  

 

PERIOD THREE 

_____Pasta Tower (Science as Inquiry)   

Teams will design and build ahead of time the lightest tower from only pasta and glue, with the highest structural 
efficiency possible (lightest tower that holds the most weight, up to 10 kg). Each team may bring and enter only one 
tower.  

_____Landformers  

Teams will identify landforms, describe their characteristics,  explain how they were formed, and will tell where certain 
landforms can be found.  

_____STEM Design Challenge by ThermoFisher (Science as Inquiry)  2 PERIODS 

Teams of 3 will be given a challenge to complete in advance using only K’nex pieces. They must  

practice designs in advance but build on site.  

_____Planet Protectors   

Teams will be assessed on their knowledge of environmental issues about recycling, renewable and non- renewable 
resources, point and nonpoint pollution, as well as best management practices for the environment.  

_____Science Sketchers (Science as Inquiry)   

Team members will take turns drawing clues for a set of scientific terms or concepts from across all 3rd - 6th grade 
science and math objectives for their teammates to guess. Teams of up to 3.  

_____Sky Quest – Earth/Moon/Sun 

Teams will be tested on their knowledge of the solar system. Possible topics include the sun, moon, planets, rotation and 
revolution, moon phases, seasons, and identification of constellations/stars based on a provided list.  

_____Marshmallow Catapult (Science as Inquiry)  

Teams will build in advance a device constructed out of specified materials to launch a marshmallow at a target placed on 
the floor. The goal is to land as close to the center of the target as possible.  


